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At the September annual
meeting, Trev Smith, a
member of the Funeral
Consumers Alliance of the
Virginia Blue Ridge, shared
his exper-ience of providing
a home funeral and burial
for his mother.

Trev, who is a skilled
carpenter, constructed the
casket that was used. It
was completely biodegrade-
able, with rope handles and
no nails. Trev related how
he and his wife, Jenny

Schwanke, prepared Dawn
Smith’s body. Since her
death was expected,
friends and family were on
the alert and Dawn was
laid to rest in a grave on
Trev Smith’s property just
five hours after her death.

Three Board members were
elected for a three-year
term ending in 2012.
Immediately following the
meeting, the Board
convened to elect officers
for the coming year.

Interest growing in going out green

Americans are showing
more interest in green
burial. Although it is not
commercially available in
Virginia as yet, phone and
email inquiries we receive
indicate that there is
growing interest. As Trev
Smith related in our
annual meeting, a green
burial is possible if one
has access to land that
has no burial restrictions.

Home-directed funerals are
another practice that is
gaining in popularity. In
Virginia and 43 other
states and the District of
Columbia, families can care
for their dead. Josh Slocum
of the national Funeral
Consumers Alliance
reports, “"While only a tiny
portion of the nation’s dead
are cared for at home, the

Page 2-Going Green




Green burial continues to
spark interest.

Going Green rwom:

number is growing. There
are at least 45 organiza-
tions or individuals nation-
wide that help families with
the process, compared with
only two in 2002.” Death
midwives or death coaches
are filling a niche to help
families care for their own.

Several books are good
resources for more
information about this
option. Lisa Carlson’s Caring
for the Dead, Your Final Act
of Love is the best starting
point. A more recent book
by Mark Harris, Grave
Matters, a Journey through
the Modern Funeral Industry
to a Natural Way of Burial,
has inspired many to look

for more eco-friendly choices

and to support the green
burial movement.

Legisiative update

Three new laws of interest:

§ 38.2-3100.3 Requires that
life insurance policies or
annuity contracts specify the
means by which face amount
adjustments will be made, and
benefits payable upon death
will be adjusted when used to
fund a preneed funeral
contract.

§ 15.2-978. Allows localities to
adopt an ordinance setting
forth a register of burial places

Several years ago, a
delegation of FCAVBR
members approached the
town of Blacksburg to see if
some section of the
municipal cemetery could
be set aside for green
burials. Even though
Blacksburg is looking at
sustainable, eco-friendly
growth, the cemetery
advisory board and the
town council were not
receptive to this idea.

In some states, the Land
Trust movement has
partnered with a green
cemetery. FCAVBR
continues to explore
possibilities. If you have an
interest in green burial
please call or email your
suggestions and/or your
availability to help in this
effort.

located on private property.
The official local register may
include an official map.

§ 54.1-2818.4. Gives civil
liability immunity to funeral
homes for failure to restore a
decedent's form or features in
a manner acceptable for
viewing after organ and tissue
donation.







National director speaks to Gongressional committee

FCA's executive director Josh
Slocum testified before the US
House Committee on
Commerce and Energy,
Consumer Protection
Subcommittee, in support of
tougher nationwide cemetery
regulations. The hearing which
took place in Chicago this July
was sparked by the allegations
that 300 graves were dug up
and possibly resold at Burr
Oak Cemetery in Chicago.

Slocum asked Congress to
bring cemeteries under the
Federal Trade Commission’s
Funeral Rule, something the
FCA has been seeking for more
than 15 years. He also
requested national standards
be set for cemetery record
keeping and regulation.
Another important point made
was the need to establish
nationwide standards for 100
percent deposit, accountability
and portability of consumers’
prepaid funeral and burial
money.

The FCA and its member
affiliates were a major part of
the successful passage of the
FTC Funeral Rule in 1982.
Congress needs to give
cemetery consumers these
same rights, will benefit every
funeral consumer. In addition,
this would help stop the theft
and misuse of consumers'
prepaid funeral money - more
than $1 billion in the past
three years alone.

On September 25, the
Bereaved Consumer's Bill of
Rights Act of 2009 was
introduced as HR 3655 by Rep.
Bobby Rush (D-IL). This bill
would expand the Federal
Trade Commission's Funeral
Rule to cemeteries,
crematories, monument
dealers, and casket retailers
and set national standards for
the protection of funeral and
cemetery consumers.

FCA requests national
standards for cemeteries

Did you Know? state code § 54.1-2825 allows a person to
designate in a signed and notarized document, which has been accepted
in writing by the person so appointed, an individual who shall make
arrangements for his burial or the disposition of his remains, including
cremation, upon his death. This form is available on our website at http://
www.funerals.org/affiliates/fcavbr/appointee_agreement.pdf

Next-of-kin has no right to change the wishes of the Appointee. Signing
this document will simplify procedures for your survivors, especially if
cremation is what you desire. Without this form, most crematories in our
area require multiple signatures; for instance, all of the surviving children.
Download this document, and add it to your plans.
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Meet newly elected hoard memhbers

Jo Burroughs is a parish nurse and got interested in
the Funeral Consumers Alliance one day when the
Board meeting was held at the Lutheran Church
where she works. She asked if she could sit in since
we were discussing some death issues that she found
interesting. She soon realized she wanted to get
involved. Jo is a member of the Sweet Adelines, a
barbershop harmony group.

Judy Campbell moved to Salem in 1983. She is a
registered nurse, but has been occupied as a full time
mother to four sons. Judy has been an interested
member since 2002.

Before Harriett Cooper retired she was a researcher
for the NYS Institute for Basic Research in
Developmental Disorders, investigating development
and prevention. She plays in the Blacksburg
Community Band and the Blacksburg Recorder Group.
She is also active in the League of Women Voters and
AARP.
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